A. Devotional Tour Guide

A prayer: Gracious Heavenly Father, as we follow in the steps of your Son we ask that your Holy Spirit may bring to us what we need on our own pilgrimage through life. Amen.

1. Sheep Gate [Hills Road]

We remember what is called the Triumphal Entry.
Matthew 20. 17As Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, he took his twelve disciples aside and told them in private: 

    18We are now on our way to Jerusalem, where the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses. They will sentence him to death, 19and then they will hand him over to foreigners who will make fun of him. They will beat him and nail him to a cross. But on the third day he will rise from death. 

What kind of triumph did Jesus have in view? What kind did the disciples or the crowds have in view? Why a donkey?

Matthew 21.  1When Jesus and his disciples came near Jerusalem, he went to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives and sent two of them on ahead. 2He told them, "Go into the next village, where you will at once find a donkey and her colt. Untie the two donkeys and bring them to me. 3If anyone asks why you are doing that, just say, `The Lord needs them.' Right away he will let you have the donkeys." 4So God's promise came true, just as the prophet had said, 

    5"Announce to the people of Jerusalem: 

   `Your king is coming to you! 

   He is humble and rides on a donkey. 

   He comes on the colt of a donkey.' " 

    6The disciples left and did what Jesus had told them to do. 7They brought the donkey and its colt and laid some clothes on their backs. Then Jesus got on. 

    8Many people spread clothes in the road, while others put down branches which they had cut from trees. 9Some people walked ahead of Jesus and others followed behind. They were all shouting, "Hooray for the Son of David! God bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hooray for God in heaven above!" 
Triumph would come, but not of the kind the crowds wanted.

Colossians 2. 15There [on the cross] Christ defeated all powers and forces. He let the whole world see them being led away as prisoners when he celebrated his victory.

Let us give glory to God for the coming and victory of King Jesus.

2. Viewpoint [by cemetery]

As we look out over Strathaven we remember Jesus looking out over Jerusalem and weeping.

Luke 13. 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Your people have killed the prophets and have stoned the messengers who were sent to you. I have often wanted to gather your people, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings. But you wouldn't let me. Now your temple will be deserted. You won't see me again until the time when you say, 

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
Luke 19. 41 When Jesus came closer and could see Jerusalem, he cried 42 and said: 

It is too bad that today your people don't know what will bring them peace! Now it is hidden from them. 43 Jerusalem, the time will come when your enemies will build walls around you to attack you. Armies will surround you and close in on you from every side. 

44 They will level you to the ground and kill your people. Not one stone in your buildings will be left on top of another. This will happen because you did not see that God had come to save you.

Jesus is looking ahead to the fall of Jerusalem in AD70.

Let us pray as we walk for the people of Strathaven: ‘Your people don’t know what will bring them peace!’

3. Temple Courtyard [Rankin Church]

Here we remember Jesus in the Temple. What was the temple for? Jesus makes it a place of prayer and praise and healing.

Matthew 21.12Jesus went into the temple and chased out everyone who was selling or buying. He turned over the tables of the moneychangers and the benches of the ones who were selling doves. 13He told them, "The Scriptures say, `My house should be called a place of worship.' But you have turned it into a place where robbers hide." 

. 14Blind and lame people came to Jesus in the temple, and he healed them. 15But the chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses were angry when they saw his miracles and heard the children shouting praises to the Son of David. 16The men said to Jesus, "Don't you hear what those children are saying?" 

   "Yes, I do!" Jesus answered. "Don't you know that the Scriptures 
say, `Children and infants will sing praises'?" 
The temple was also a place for public teaching, but Jesus also taught more privately… so we go now to the Upper Room.

4. Upper Room [Evangelical Church]

Here let us think on the Last Supper and the Lord’s Supper.

(a) Body and Blood

Matthew 26.26During the meal Jesus took some bread in his hands. He blessed the bread and broke it. Then he gave it to his disciples and said, "Take this and eat it. This is my body." 

    27Jesus picked up a cup of wine and gave thanks to God. He then gave it to his disciples and said, "Take this and drink it. 28This is my blood, and with it God makes his agreement with you. It will be poured out, so that many people will have their sins forgiven. 29From now on I am not going to drink any wine, until I drink new wine with you in my Father's kingdom." 

(b) The Betrayal

Luke 22. 21The one who will betray me is here at the table with me! 22The Son of Man will die in the way that has been decided for him, but it will be terrible for the one who betrays him!" 

    23Then the apostles started arguing about who would ever do such a thing.

John 13. 30Judas took the piece of bread and went out. 

   It was already night. 

(c) Warning of Testing

Luke 22. 31Jesus said, "Simon, listen to me! Satan has demanded the right to test each one of you, as a farmer does when he separates wheat from the husks. [32But Simon, I have prayed that your faith will be strong. And when you have come back to me, help the others." 33Peter said, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to jail and even to die with you." 

    34Jesus replied, "Peter, I tell you that before a rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will say three times that you don't know me."
Let us go with Jesus to the place of testing – Gethsemane.

5. Gethsemane [Allison Green]

(a) The disciples fail the test when asked to watch and pray

Matthew 26. 36Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane. When they got there, he told them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 

    37Jesus took along Peter and the two brothers, James and John. He was very sad and troubled, 38and he said to them, "I am so sad that I feel as if I am dying. Stay here and keep awake with me." 39Jesus walked on a little way. 

40He came back and found his disciples sleeping. So he said to Peter, "Can't any of you stay awake with me for just one hour? 41Stay awake and pray that you won't be tested. You want to do what is right, but you are weak."

(b) Jesus passes the test accepting the Father’s will

Matthew 26. Then he knelt with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, don't make me suffer by having me drink from this cup. But do what you want, and not what I want."     Again Jesus went to pray and said, "My Father, if there is no other way, and I must suffer, I will still do what you want." 
(c) The disciples fail again when Jesus is arrested

Matthew 26.  All of Jesus' disciples left him and ran away.

Let us ask God for forgiveness for our failures and thank him for Jesus’ wonderful obedience.

6. High Priest’s Courtyard [West Kirk garden]

Peter had followed at a distance:

John 18. 15Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. That disciple knew the high priest, and he followed Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest's house. 16Peter stayed outside near the gate. But the other disciple came back out and spoke to the girl at the gate. She let Peter go in

(a) First denial 

Luke 22. 56and a servant girl saw him. Then after she had looked at him carefully, she said, "This man was with Jesus!" 

    57Peter said, "Woman, I don't even know that man!" 
(b) Second denial
    58A little later someone else saw Peter and said, "You are one of them!" 

   "No, I'm not!" Peter replied. 
(c) Third denial
    59About an hour later another man insisted, "This man must have been with Jesus. They both come from Galilee." 

    60Peter replied, "I don't know what you are talking about!" Right then, while Peter was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 

    61The Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered that the Lord had said, "Before a rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will say three times that you don't know me." 62Then Peter went out and cried hard. 

Let us confess to God our own denials and ask his forgiveness. Then let us follow Jesus as he is led before Annas, Caiaphas, Herod and Pilate – God on trial!

7. The Roman Fort [Strathaven Castle]

As part of the trial Jesus was ill treated.

Mark 14. They all agreed that he should be put to death. 

    65Some of the people started spitting on Jesus. They blindfolded him, hit him with their fists, and said, "Tell us who hit you!" Then the guards took charge of Jesus and beat him. 

Mark 15.  "Nail him to a cross!" they yelled even louder. 

    15Pilate wanted to please the crowd. So he set Barabbas free. Then he ordered his soldiers to beat Jesus with a whip and nail him to a cross. 

     16The soldiers led Jesus inside the courtyard of the fortress and called together the rest of the troops. 17They put a purple robe on him, and on his head they placed a crown that they had made out of thorn branches. 18They made fun of Jesus and shouted, "Hey, you king of the Jews!" 19Then they beat him on the head with a stick. They spat on him and knelt down and pretended to worship him. 

    20When the soldiers had finished making fun of Jesus, they took off the purple robe. They put his own clothes back on him and led him off to be nailed to a cross. 

Let us now journey up to the hill called Golgotha, praying for all who in this world are the victims of persecution and torture.

8. The Cross [Memorial hill]

As we contemplate the cross, hear the last seven words of our Saviour Christ.

(1)

Luke 23. 34Jesus said, "Father, forgive these people! They don't know what they're doing."

(2)

John 19. 26When Jesus saw his mother and his favourite disciple with her, he said to his mother, "This man is now your son." 27Then he said to the disciple, "She is now your mother." From then on, that disciple took her into his own home.

(3)

Luke 23. 40But the other criminal told the first one off, "Don't you fear God? Aren't you getting the same punishment as this man? 41We got what was coming to us, but he didn't do anything wrong." 42Then he said to Jesus, "Remember me when you come into power!" 

    43Jesus replied, "I promise that today you will be with me in paradise."
(4)

Mark 15. 34Then about that time Jesus shouted, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you deserted me?"

(5)

John 19.  28Jesus knew that he had now finished his work. And in order to make the Scriptures come true, he said, "I am thirsty!"

(6)

John 19. 29A jar of cheap wine was there. Someone then soaked a sponge with the wine and held it up to Jesus' mouth on the stem of a hyssop plant. 30After Jesus drank the wine, he said, "Everything is done!"
(7)

Luke 24. 46Jesus shouted, "Father, I put myself in your hands!" Then he died.

Let us now return to our homes to ponder these things. Then visit the tomb (East Church) and rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus – you may prefer to leave this until Sunday morning.

